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INTRODUCTION
PPL Electric Utilities plans to build a new underground 
69-kilovolt transmission line, starting at its State Hill 
substation in Spring Township and connecting with an 
existing line near Route 422 west of Wyomissing 
Borough.
The new line is needed to improve electric service for 
customers in the region by providing another source of 
power in the area. Currently, if a storm or equipment 
problem causes an outage on the transmission grid, 
thousands of customers could be without power for a 
long time until physical repairs are made. 
Construction of this new 1.2-mile line will help reduce 
the effects of any problems on the grid. Providing an 
additional route to deliver power helps reduce the 
number and length of power outages for customers 
and improves grid security.
 
ABOUT PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES
PPL Electric Utilities is a subsidiary of PPL Corporation that 
provides electric delivery services to 1.4 million customers in 
central and eastern Pennsylvania. Our primary goal is to keep our 
electric system reliable for customers, and this project is part of 
that ongoing work.
 
POWER LINE SITING AND 
CONSTRUCTION PROCESS
We will try to minimize the effect on property owners and the 
environment during all phases of this project. 
Construction will consist primarily of digging trenches in the road 
in the public right of way and placing the new line and associated 
equipment in conduit in the trenches.
PPL and its contractors will work as safely and as quickly as 
possible to complete the work. Underground power line projects 
like this are typically built in stages, so the contractor will be 
working along the project route at different times. The last part of 
the work involves actual installation of the new line.
A construction liaison will be available to provide information  
about construction and to address any concerns.
Construction is expected to take about four months, but a start 
date hasn’t been determined. 
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If you have questions, please email our project team at  
StateHillBerkshire@pplweb.com. Or, you can call our toll-free 
project hotline at 855-740-9986 to be directed to a team member 
who can help you.
 
OPEN HOUSE
Date:  April 10, 2017 
Time:  6-8 p.m. 
Location:  The Inn at Reading 
 1040 Park Road, Wyomissing, PA 19610
 
PROJECT ROUTE
The line will exit the State Hill substation, travel under Yerger 
Boulevard and proceed southeast to Van Reed Road. It will run 
southwest under Van Reed, then southeast under N. Dwight Street. 
It will then turn east under Grandview Boulevard, before turning 
south under Howard Street to the connection point just south of 
Route 422.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is PPL Electric Utilities proposing?
PPL plans to build a 1.2-mile underground 69-kilovolt transmission line that will run south from its 
State Hill substation and connect to an existing transmission line near Route 422.
The majority of the line will be built underground. However, it will need to transition to above 
ground at both ends.
 
Why is this project necessary?
Without this project, many customers could be left without power for an extended period of time  
if problems develop on the system due to strong storms, equipment failure or other factors.  
PPL has a responsibility to ensure the transmission system is planned, designed, constructed  
and maintained to the highest reliability levels.
 
Why did PPL decide to put the line in a different location and put it underground?
As we evaluated the various options for this reliability work, the route we recently announced 
emerged as having the best balance of factors we consider when building a new line.
 
Why didn’t PPL just choose the underground route in the first place?
PPL’s transmission lines are typically built above ground. As more detailed planning and  
engineering continued for the originally announced line route, other options began to make more 
sense as a balance of all factors was considered.
As we have stated in our decision on this project, each routing option has unique issues that need 
to be addressed. 
Our intent is to always route a line above ground where possible. However, we recognize there may 
be situations where an underground option is appropriate.  
 
What took so long for PPL to reach a decision on the newly announced underground route?
Siting and building a new transmission line is a complex process, and we always take the time  
we need to study a project fully and make the best decision for our customers.
That process takes place not only for this project but for all reliability  
improvements that PPL makes on behalf of its customers. We review  
reliability on our system on a continual basis.
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