
Census 2020 

It is hard to believe that the 2020 Census is already underway. As we enter the next decade, 

Census day falls on Wednesday April 1st, 2020. In the weeks leading up to April 1st, you will 

begin to get a reminder in the mail. This year, for the first time, the Census will take place 

online.  

Here’s some Frequently Asked Questions: 

What is the decennial census? 

Every 10 years, the federal government 

conducts a population count of everyone in the 

United States. Data from the census provide 

the basis for distributing more than $675 billion 

in federal funds annually to communities across 

the country to support vital programs—

impacting housing, education, transportation, 

employment, health care, and public policy. 

They also are used to redraw the boundaries of 

congressional and state legislative districts and 

accurately determine the number of 

congressional seats each state has in the U.S. 

House of Representatives. 

What this means to our local community is how 

much money we receive in federal funding. 

Estimates show for every person undercounted, 

Berks County could lose up to $2,093 per  

person per year in federal funding. That totals 

to over $350 million given our projected undercount from the previous census (16,000 people).   

Why is it important to me?  

Responding to the census is not only your civic duty; it also affects the amount of funding your 

community receives, how your community plans for the future, and your representation in 

government. Specifically, data from the 2020 Census are used to: 

• Ensure public services and funding for schools, hospitals, and fire departments. 

• Plan new homes and businesses and improve neighborhoods. 

• Determine how many seats your state is allocated in the House of Representatives. 

How can I respond? 

In 2020, for the first time ever, the U.S. Census Bureau will accept responses online, but you 

can still respond by phone or mail if you prefer. Responding should take less time than it takes 

to finish your morning coffee. 

Where can I go to learn more?  

You can learn more about the 2020 Census by visiting www.2020census.gov 

https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/04/undercounting-pennsylvania-immigrants-in-2020-census-will-hurt-us-all-pennlive-editorial.html
http://www.2020census.gov/

