
1. Pond—Home to water fowl, fish, frogs, water 

bugs, algae, aquatic plant life and microscopic 

organisms this habitat creates its own ecosys-

tem.  Nutrient-rich water feeds algae, which in 

turn feeds aquatic bugs, fish, and other       

animals, and the insects are eaten by both 

frogs and fish. 

2. Black Walnut—This tree valued for its use for 

furniture, is capable of reaching heights of 150 

feet and diameters of six feet.  The wood is 

diffuse and porous and the leaves are evenly 

toothed and three to five inches in length.  The 

fruit consists of a semi-fleshy husk nut and is a 

favorite food of many forest animals. 

3. White Oak—Often used for making wine barrels 

due to its non-porous wood, the White Oak is 

usually ashen gray in color and can reach 

heights of 70-100 feet.  The leaves consist of 

seven to nine lobes and the tree produces  

oblong acorns. 

4. Chestnut Oak—Often called “rock oak”, this 

tree can survive harsh rocky terrain and dry 

soil.  The dark gray-brown bark is the thickest 

of the oak family and has deep fissures and 

valleys. 

5. Red Maple—The most common and wide-

spread tree of the northeast, Red Maples can 

reach heights of 75-80 feet and one to two 

feet in diameter.  Growing rapidly, especially in 

moist soil, it is commonly considered ornamen-

tal, turning scarlet in autumn. 
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6. American Elm—Reaching a height of 80 to 120 

feet and two to four feet in diameter, its vase-

shaped form is recognizable even from a distance.  

On mature trees the bark is dark gray, with   

greenish, wafer-like fruits and papery seeds.    

Unfortunately many American Elms have been 

destroyed by the Dutch Elm disease. 

7. Dead Tree—Either decayed or forced over by 

weather, fallen trees are an important part of the 

forest ecosystem.  They provide not only shelter to 

animals, but also compost to other plants as well 

as food for insects. 

8. Yellow Poplar—Also called the “Tuliptree”, the  

Yellow Poplar has tulip-shaped flowers one to two 

inches in diameter.  Mature trees have gray-brown 

and furrowed bark.  The Yellow Poplar is one of 

the largest eastern hardwoods growing 80 to 150 

feet. 

9. Sugar Maple—Growing 75 to 100 feet in height , 

its hard wood is used for furniture in cabinet work 

and flooring.  The sap is a source of maple sugar 

and syrup and they are popular for shade and 

ornamental plantings because of their colorful red 

and yellow fall foliage. 

10. Stream—Home to many aquatic life forms, 

streams can be from 1 to 12 feet in width, with a 

continuous gentle flow, and it’s depths range from 

a few inches to about three feet. 

11. Sassafras—Growing 20-30 feet in height, sassa-

fras has aromatic leaves, bark, twigs, and oils that 

are commonly used in soaps.  Sassafras tea is 

made from boiling the roots or bark. 
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