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Goose Lane Yard Waste Site Update
 roughout 2023, the Township has been making signi  cant changes and improvements to the Goose Lane Yard Waste Site.  
 e purpose of this facility is for the collection of yard waste from residential properties within Spring Township.  Over the years, 

the Township has incurred substantial expenses due to the dumping of non-yard waste materials and dumping from commercial 
businesses and non-residents.   e once open-access, non-monitored site has been converted to a controlled access facility to 
improve our residents’ safety while using the site, increase the effi  ciency of the operation and to eliminate un-authorized use.  To 
use the site, Township residents will need to register, pay an annual fee and receive their access key card.   e key card will provide 
the resident with access to the site and the Township will have a record of each visit.   is will  help control the cost of providing 
this service by reducing the amount of illegal dumping that occurred in the past.

Frequently Asked Questions:
When does this program begin?  Tentatively, December 1st, 2023.  Please check the website for updated information.

How do I obtain an access key card?
1. Complete a registration form and read the rules and regulations thoroughly
 a)  Download from Township website 
                   (www.springtwpberks.org)
 b)  Pick one up at Administration Building 
                   (2850 Windmill Road)
 c)  Call the offi  ce (610-678-5393) and one will be         
                  emailed to you
3. Sign and return the registration form and all agreements  
    to the Administration Building
4. Pay the twenty ($20.00) application processing fee when 
    you drop off  the forms 
5. Key cards will be mailed to your home or you can ask to pick it up at the Administration Building

How long is the access key card valid?  One calendar year with an annual renewal each January.  Since the program is scheduled 
to begin in December 2023, the  rst renewal will be January 2025.   e yearly renewal fee will be ten ($10.00) dollars and you will 
receive an invoice from the Township. 

What happens if I lose my access key card?  You can obtain a replacement key card at the Township Administration Building 
with payment of the $10.00 Replacement Fee.  

What happens if I do not follow the agreed upon Rules and Regulations in the Access Key Card Agreement?  Any violation of 
the Access Key Card Agreement or Rules and Regulations Agreement can result in a loss of use privileges for either a temporary 
or permanent period, depending on the violation.  Violation of the Rules and Regulations Agreement may also result in a 
monetary  ne per Ordinance #457.

What type of materials can I dispose of at the yard waste site?  Leaves, grass clippings, garden residue, tree trimmings, shrubbery 
and other vegetative material.  

Can I drop off  construction materials, renovation debris, demolition wastes, solid, residual, municipal or hazardous waste?  
NO

I use a commercial landscaper or yard maintenance service on my property.  Can they use the yard waste site? NO, the 
Township does not allow commercial operators to use the facility.

Can commercial, institutional or industrial property owners located within the Township use the facility?  NO, the site is only 
for residential, organic yard waste.

Can residents of other municipalities use the facility?  NO non-residents are not allowed to use the facility.   is facility is 
only for residents of Spring Township. 
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Finance and Taxes

For the year ended December 31, 2022, recurring annual revenues increased 5.2% compared to 2021 while annual 
expenditures decreased 3.1%. Public safety costs again are the largest service area for the Township at 40% of the total 
annual expenses.  Year-end cash reserves increased 18.5% in 2022 and remain at an extremely healthy level of average 
annual expenditures. 

 In 2022, real estate tax rates remained unchanged for the 3rd consecutive year remaining at 3.00 mills for general 
purposes and 1.45 mills for 24/7/365  re protection services.  Rates for trash collection, recycling and sewer all 
remained unchanged for the fourth consecutive year as well. 

A summary of the Township’s  nancial performance for 2022 with a comparison to 2021 is below:

Summary of Statement of Net Position 

Governmental
Activities

Business-Type
Activities Total

2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021

Cash and 
investments

 
$19,591,546

 
$16,813,922

 
$11,365,594

 
$9,301,190

 
$30,957,140

 
$26,115,112

Internal Balances             646           646           (646)        (646)                     -                     -

Other Current 
Assets

            
50,023

      
     51,062

                     -                      -
          

50,023
               

51,062

Restricted Escrow 
Deposits

  
669,701

  
56,412

  
-

  
-

  
669,701

  
56,412

Total Assets 20,311,916 16,922,042 11,364,948 9,300,544 31,676,864 26,222,586

Funds Held in 
Escrow

  
      669,701

         
 56,412

                      -       
                      

-       
       

   669,701  
       

   56,412  

Payroll Taxes                                                      
Withheld

  
-

  
-

  
-

  
-

  
-

  
-

    Total Liabilities 669,701  56,412 -  -  669,701 56,412

Net position:

Restricted 7,502,542 5,959,704  -  - 7,502,542 5,959,704

Unrestricted 12,139,673 10,905,926 11,364,948 9,300,544 23,504,621 20,206,470

Total Net Position $19,642,215 $16,865,630 $11,364,948 $9,300,544 $31,007,163 $26,166,174
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Summary of Statement of Activities 

Governmental
Activities

Business-Type
Activities Total

2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021

Revenues

Program revenues:

Charges for services $4,138,301 $3,947,070 $8,194,267 $7,672,262 $12,332,568 $11,619,332

Operating grants 
and contributions

  
1,995,792

  
1,632,710

  
29,992

  
33,581

  
2,025,784

  
1,666,291

Capital grants and 
contributions

  
-

  
-

  
-

  
-

  
-

  
-

General revenues:

Real estate taxes 7,322,440 7,322,185 -  - 7,322,440 7,322,185

Earned income 
taxes

  
5,000,866

  
4,443,284

  
-

  
-

  
5,000,866

  
4,443,284

Real estate transfer 
and other taxes

  
3,096,177

  
3,297,120

  
-

  
-

  
3,096,177

  
3,297,120

Grants not 
restricted for 
speci  c programs

1,456,676 1,447,523 - - 1,456,676 1,447,523

Interest income 90,934 26,600  47,029  13,499 137,963  40,099

Miscellaneous 
income 12,500

 
-

 
33,573  50,452 46,073

 
50,452

Transfers 1,391,098 1,360,410 (1,391,098) (1,360,410)  -   -

Total Revenues 24,504,784 23,476,902 6,913,763 6,409,384 31,418,547 29,886,286

Expenditures

General government $1,754,918 $1,637,934 $   - $   - $1,754,918 $1,637,934

Public safety 10,668,229 10,274,035  -  - 10,668,229 10,274,035

Public works - 
sanitation

  
1,906,985

  
1,822,343

  
-

  
-

  
1,906,985

  
1,822,343

Public works - 
highways and streets

  
4,692,230

  
5,051,225

  
-

  
-

  
4,692,230

  
5,051,225

Culture and 
recreation

  
1,257,974

  
1,335,493

  
-

  
-

  
1,257,974

  
1,335,493

Community 
development

  
8,000

  
8,550

  
-

  
-

  
8,000

  
8,550

Debt service 1,289,542  
1,432,442

 -  - 1,289,542 1,432,442

Sewer                   -                       -         4,849,359         5,649,182             4,849,359        5,649,182

Employer paid 
bene  ts, insurance, 
other

      
150,321

  
210,637

  
-

  
-

  
150,321

  
210,637
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2022 Township Wide Tax Structure:

Nobody likes to talk about taxes, but it’s important to understand what you pay in taxes and to whom and understand what 

services you receive in return for those tax dollars.   

In Pennsylvania, property taxes are based on millage rates set by individual political subdivisions; (counties, townships, 

boroughs, school districts, etc.). In other words, property taxes in Pennsylvania vary from one county to another and even from 

one municipality to the next.  e amount of property tax you owe is based on a combination of your assessed property value 

(as determined by the County assessment offi  ce) and the millage rates of the political subdivisions in which you live.  One mill 

is equal to 1/1,000 of a dollar. For every $1,000 in assessed taxable value, a property owner will pay $1 in taxation per mill. 

For 2022, the Township’s real estate tax structure (excluding the  re hydrant and the street light taxes that are only assessed on 

properties residing within the service districts of those two elements) was 4.45 mills.   e 4.45 mills is comprised of 3.00 mills 

for general purposes and 1.45 mills for twenty-four/seven  re protection services.

Looking at these millage rates in dollar form, for 2022, a property owner in Spring Township paid approximately $40.77 in 

property taxes for every $1,000 of assessed property value.   is means that a property assessed at $150,000 paid approximately 

$6,115 (at the  at rate) in total real estate taxes (County, School, & Township combined).   e taxpayer would have received 

two tax bills (approximates below) with both the Berks County and Spring Township tax liability received on a March bill due 

and payable in total to the elected Spring Township Tax Collector and the Wilson School District tax liability received on a 

July bill due and payable directly to the Wilson School District:

Summary of Statement of Activities continued.....

• Township wide revenues amounted to $31,419,000 and exceeded budgeted expectations by approximately $360,000 

largely due to higher than anticipated Earned Income Tax revenue and Business Privilege Tax revenue.

• Township wide expenses amounted to $26,578,000 and were below budgeted expectations by $9,300,000  due to timing of 

capital projects for various departments as well as un  lled budgeted personnel positions.

• Actual general fund revenue exceeded budgeted revenue by $1,062,000.

• Actual general fund expenses were below budgeted general fund expenses by $1,868,000

• Reconstructed and rehabilitated approximately $1,450,000 of Township roadways and bridges.

• Invested over $490,000 for capital improvements and equipment for the wastewater plant and collection system.

• Expended over $126,000 in capital improvements to the Township’s parks, recreation and trail systems.

2022 Financial and Capital highlights:

Total Expenditures 21,728,199 21,772,659 4,849,359 5,649,182 26,577,558 27,421,841

Increase (Decrease) 
in Net Position         2,776,585          1,704,243            2,064,404            760,202              4,840,989            2,464,445

Net Position at 
Beginning of Year      16,865,630        15,161,387            9,300,544         8,540,342           26,166,174          23,701,729

Net Position at  
End of Year

  
     19,642,215

  
       16,865,630

  
        11,364,948

  
        9,300,544

               
31,007,163

  
26,166,174

Governmental
Activities

Business-Type
Activities Total

2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021
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Subdivision 2022 Millage March Bill July Bill

Berks County 7.6570 $   1,148.55 $            -

Wilson Schools 28.660 $           - $          4,299.00

Spring Township 4.450 $      667.50 $             -

Total 40.767 $    1,816.05 $         4,299.00

www.springtwpberks.org

70.3 %

18.8 %

10.9 %

Finance Department

2022 Township Wide Tax Structure:  continued.....

Township Portion

School Portion

County Portion

Based on a property assessment of $150,000.00
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Public Works Department

Natural Christmas Trees will be accepted  for  

recycling from December 26, 2023 through 

January 31, 2024 at the 

Yerger Boulevard and  

Goose Lane Yard Waste Recycling Sites.

   e leaves in this photo cannot be collected because the equipment cannot reach the pile.

Residents are welcomed and encouraged to take their leaves directly to the 
Yerger Boulevard Yard Waste Site.

6

 e Township provides leaf collection during the fall season through 
the  rst week of December, unless snow falls prior to the scheduled end 
date.   is year, the program is tentatively scheduled to begin October 
10th and conclude on December 2nd. 

Residents should place their leaves in the street along the curb line.  
Placing leaves in uniform sized rows along the curb instead of placing 
them in large piles, expedites the collection process because the 
collection units can continue to move forward as they collect the leaves.  
Big piles of leaves are more time consuming to collect. Piles that are too 
close to parked cars cannot be collected because the units cannot reach 
the piles.  

 e crews will continue to rotate throughout the Township during the collection period. Speci  c collection dates cannot 
be set due to unforeseen weather conditions, equipment breakdowns and staffi  ng levels.  If heavy rains are predicted, we 
suggest you wait until after the storm passes to put your leaves in the street.  Leaf piles could prevent the  ow of storm 
water and clog storm drains which can lead to  ooding.  

Important Leaf Collection Notes:
1. Place leaves in uniform sized rows along the curb line.  Large piles take longer to collect.
2. Do not park on top of leaf piles - the leaves can’t be collected and it may start a  re.
3. Only put leaves in the piles - branches, bricks and other junk damages the equipment and causes delays in the 

collection schedule.
4. Attention Cul-de-sac Residents - in order for the units to reach the leaf piles, cars need to be parked in the 

driveways.
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Public Works Department

 e Maintenance Staff  will begin salting and cindering operations as soon as deemed necessary.  Once the snow/ice 
accumulates to approximately four (4) inches or more, the snow-plowing operations will begin.  Many factors, including 
but not limited to short and long range weather forecasts, current road conditions, time of day and available resources 
(staff , equipment, materials), are considered when making the decisions regarding winter road maintenance.

 ere isn’t always a warming or melting period in between snow storms. In order to provide space for these additional 
snow falls, the staff  will make every attempt to plow open the roads from curb to curb in residential areas and back to the 
edges of the roads in the rural areas.  If the storm is predicted to last for several hours, you may see the plow trucks just 
keeping the center lanes open.   ey will be back to push everything to the curb as the storm ends.  

To avoid having to clear the end of your driveway more than once, it is best to wait until the storm is over and the trucks 
are  nished plowing to the curb before you shovel out the end of your driveway.  Vehicles that are parked on the streets or in 
cul-de-sacs prevent us from clearing the entire street.  Snow is left behind as the trucks go around vehicles.  As additional 
snow falls and freezes on these rows/piles of snow, they grow larger, become impossible to move and restrict the travel 
lanes. Whenever possible, please park vehicles in your driveway.    

Winter Storm Reminders:
• During storms, please keep children, pets and 

yourself out of the streets.
• Sledding in the streets is dangerous for everyone.
• Shoveling/blowing/plowing snow into the street 

is illegal and creates a hazardous condition for 
everyone.

• Cars that are parked on the streets and in cul-
de-sacs impede our ability to completely clear 
the street.

• Clean the snow away from the area around  re hydrants, it could save your home.

Snow plowing season will soon be upon us, and now is a good time to evaluate if your mailbox is safe from 
damage.  Objects in the road right of way such as bushes, trees, and mailboxes are subject to damage from snow 
being cast off  the plows.  Mailboxes on a well secured and maintained base should not be able to be pushed over or 
damaged by the snow coming off  the plows.   e plow 
truck drivers have a very necessary and diffi  cult function 
to assure that our roads are safe for travel.  It is essential 
for the safe passage on our streets that we plow from edge 
to edge or curb to curb to the best of our ability.  Snow 
pushing off  the blade of the plow is inevitable and the 
plow drivers must maintain a certain speed for the plow to 
push snow eff ectively.  Please help us do this job effi  ciently 
by checking your mailboxes annually for any potential 
maintenance issues.  Look for signs of rotting, insect 
damage, or other worn out hardware and determine if your 
mailbox is mounted on an adequate pole that will not be 
easily damaged by the snow.  Resolution 2010-09 establishes that the cost and expense of damage to mailboxes and 
other property, including but not limited to fences, shrubbery and trees situated within the legal rights of way of the 
Township streets, caused by the windrow of snow from the snow plowing activities shall not be reimbursed by the 
Township, but shall remain the responsibility of the owners of such property.
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West Side Regional Emergency Management Agency / Police Department
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Police Department 
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You are out for your morning walk and  nd a Pug pup who was also out for a walk but apparently forgot to bring his 
owner or his leash.   e Pug is obviously someone’s beloved pet who probably 
slipped out without his owner’s knowledge.  You don’t know where the dog 
lives but you don’t want to ignore the friendly critter – what should you do?  
Call the Spring Township Police Department!

Spring Township has entered into an annual contract with Safety Net 
Sanctuary of 187 Houck Road, Fleetwood to accept and care for stray and lost 
domestic animals originating from within Spring Township. Since most of our 
stray animals are local pets who have simply gone for a walkabout, we will be 
making an eff ort to reunite them with their owners before they must be taken 
to Safety Net Sanctuary.   e Department has a kennel to safely house stray 
animals, and a chip reader to 
help identify their owners.  

 e animal’s picture will also 
be posted on our Facebook 
page and website which 
generates a lot of buzz among 

the residents. If the animal is unfriendly, or appears injured, do not 
approach it. Call the STPD immediately!
If you have any questions, or wish to contact Safety Net Sanctuary 
directly to pick up an animal, their phone number is 610-944-8099.

As the school year starts, and children are returning to school, the Township of Spring Police Department wants to 
remind vehicle operators throughout the Township of their obligations to comply with school bus stopping laws:

 When you meet a stopped school bus, with red signals  ashing and stop arm extended, you MUST stop.

 When you approach an intersection, where a school bus is stopped with red lights  ashing and stop arm 
extended, you MUST stop, regardless if you are on the same 
street or a cross street. ALL vehicles are prohibited from 
entering the intersection until the school bus has deactivated the 
red lights and retracted the stop arm. 

 All vehicles MUST stop at least 10 feet from the school bus.

 Drivers do not have to stop on a highway with clearly de  ned 
dividing sections, or physical barriers providing separate 
roadways.  is ONLY applies when the school bus is on the 
OPPOSITE SIDE of the road.

 You MUST wait until the red lights have stopped  ashing; the 
stop arm has been withdrawn AND all children have reached a 
place of SAFETY before moving.

  60 Day suspension of Driver’s License
  5 points on your driving record
  $250.00 Fine
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Fire Rescue Service

 e Township of Spring Fire Rescue Service (TSFRS) is a combination Fire Department 
providing service to the residents of Spring Township and surrounding communities 
with Career and Volunteer personnel.  TSFRS personnel provide many services to the 
residents which includes Fire, Rescue and Medical Emergency Response, Fire Prevention 
and Community Outreach and Fire Safety Inspections.  In 2022 the TSFRS responded 
to 2,391 emergency calls saving $13,967,450.00 in property.  TSFRS personnel also 
completed 551 Fire Safety Inspections. 

 e TSFRS is always looking for new Volunteers to assist current personnel with Fire, 
Rescue, Medical Emergency Response, Fire Police and Fire Prevention and Community Outreach.  All training and 
equipment will be provided.  If interested in Volunteering, stop by the station for an application or contact Chief Hackman 
at 484-509-2617.  

Is your family protected by a smoke alarm?  Do you have a carbon monoxide detector?   e Township of Spring Fire Rescue 
Services has launched a smoke detector program for the residents of Spring Township, funded through donations.  If you need 
a smoke detector or carbon monoxide alarm, contact the Station and the crew will come to your home, provide a  re safety 
inspection, and install the appropriate detectors at no charge.  Station Phone Number: 610-898-1452.

 is year’s Fire Prevention theme is Cooking safety starts with YOU. Pay attention to Fire Prevention.   e focus is to educate 
everyone about simple but important actions they can take to keep themselves and those around them safe when cooking.  
Did you know Cooking Fires are the leading cause of home  res and home  re injuries?   e good news is you can prevent 
most cooking  res and burns.  Help keep your family safe with some simple but eff ective tips:

 Turn pot handles towards the back of the stove.  Always keep a lid nearby when cooking.  If a small grease  re starts, 
slide the lid over the pan and turn off  the burner.

 Watch what you heat.  Set a timer to remind you that you are cooking.
 Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet around the stove and areas where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 

In a  re, mere seconds can mean the diff erence between a safe escape and tragedy.  Fire Safety Education isn’t just for school 
children.  Teenagers, adults, and the elderly are also at risk in  res, making it important for every member of the community 
to take some time every October during Fire Prevention Week to make sure they understand how to stay safe in a  re.  
Today’s homes burn faster than ever.  You may have as little as two minutes (or even less time) to safely escape a home 
 re from the time the smoke alarm sounds.  Your ability to get out of a home during a  re depends on early warning from 

smoke alarms and advanced planning. 
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Fire Rescue Service

                
 Be on alert!  If you are sleepy or have consumed alcohol, do not use the stove or stovetop.

 Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food.  If you leave the kitchen for even a short 

period of time, turn off  the stove.

 If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly, remain in the home while food is cooking, and use a 

timer to remind you that you are cooking.

 Keep anything that can catch  re – oven mitts, wooden utensils, food packaging, towels or curtains away from your 

stovetop.  
           If you have a small (grease) cooking  re and decide to  ght the  re:

 On the stovetop, smother the  ames by sliding a lid over the pan and turning off  the burner.  Leave the pan covered 
until it is completely cooled. 

 For an oven  re, turn off  the heat and keep the door closed.
If you have any doubt about  ghting a small  re:

 Just get out!  When you leave, close the door behind you to help contain the  re.
 Call 911 from outside the home.

Cool your Ashes
Every year “Cold Ashes” result in house  res.  Many people don’t realize the length of time required for ashes to cool 
enough for disposal.  Coals and ashes from  res can remain hot enough to reignite and start a  re for many days after the 
 re is out.  Be Safe: Treat ALL ashes and coals as HOT ashes, even when you think they had time enough to cool.  Take 

care to dispose of them wisely.  Your house, deck or garage are unsafe locations for storing ashes while they cool and have 
been the site of many recent and devastating  res both locally and nationally.  Store cooled ashes in a tightly covered metal 
container, keep it outside and at least 10 feet from your home or nearby buildings.  

 Do not remove hot ashes from a  replace immediately.  When possible, allow ashes and coals to cool in the area where 
you had the  re for several days.

 When it is time to dispose of the ashes, transfer them to a metal container and wet them down.  Only use an approved 
metal ash bucket that has a tight  tting metal lid.

 Never dispose of ashes in a paper or plastic bag, cardboard box, plastic container or bucket because it can easily ignite.
 Store the container outside, away from your house and other structures including decks, porches, fences, wood piles or 

any combustible materials.  
 Do not dispose of ashes outside on a windy day.   e wind can whip up what may have seemed like cool embers, 

making them  ery hot and sending them airborne which could ignite nearby combustibles.
 Never use a vacuum cleaner to pick up ashes.

       Cooking Safety – Cook with Caution

As winter approaches, the arrival of cold and snow means that  re  ghters 
will be in constant battle with slippery roads, hidden  re hydrants and frozen 
hose lines.  It is vital that  re  ghters be able to quickly access a  re hydrant 
in the event of a  re.  Immediate access to a water supply helps to swiftly 
extinguish the  re and prevent loss of life and property.  In the event of winter 
weather, TSFRS encourages residents to Adopt – A – Hydrant near their 
home or business and keep snow shoveled away from them during the winter 
season.  Please make it a point to uncover your  re hydrant after every snow 
fall.  Clear a path approximately 3 feet around the hydrant and ensure there 
is a path to the roadway so the hydrant is visible and easily accessible.  Please 
consider helping a neighbor who is elderly or has a medical condition by 
shoveling out a  re hydrant in front of their home.   is act of kindness will 
bene  t the entire neighborhood.

On behalf of the Offi  cers, Fire  ghters, Fire Police and Administrative Members, I’d like to  ank You for supporting 
Fire Rescue Services in the Township.

Colin D. Hackman, Fire Chief 



12 www.springtwpberks.org

Engineering and Planning Department

 e Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) program was established in the 1990s in order to manage 

municipal stormwater collection systems that discharge to surface waters.  Spring Township was selected as part 

of the PA DEP MS4 permit program in 2023 for an audit of our stormwater programs and documentation.   e 

intent of the audit is to evaluate the permittee’s programs and record keeping, and to give guidance on how to better 

meet your goals and communicate with the community.  

 e program is made up of six units called Minimum Control Measures (MCM), each of which describes a 

diff erent area of focus for the Township to address.  

-  Public Education and Outreach on Stormwater Impacts

-  Public Involvement/Participation

-  Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDD&E)

-  Construction Site Stormwater Runoff  Control

-  Post-Construction Stormwater Management (PCSM)

-  Pollution Prevention / Good Housekeeping

PA DEP’s auditor met with the Engineering Department in June of this year to review the Township’s records as 

well as inspect the Public Works facilities. 

Spring Township’s Engineering Department works with Great Valley Consultants to develop our stormwater 

programs and to keep our MS4 permit up to date. GVC will be preparing the documents for our annual update for 

the end of September and will take advantage of the great information gathered through the audit process.

Jason Reichert recently joined the Engineering and Planning 

Department as Assistant Engineer working directly with the 

Department Manager, Jim Moll.  Jason is a Penn State Graduate 

with a career in Civil Engineering spanning  fteen years and 

multiple states. Jason holds his Professional Engineering License in 

Pennsylvania in addition to two certi  cations relating to stormwater.  

Jason has lived in Spring Township for over 12 years with his wife 

Melissa, two children Elias and Victoria, and dog Shadow.

Jason has spent much of his career on the private side preparing 

designs and securing approvals for projects across the state and across 

disciplines such as residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional. 

He is looking forward to expanding his knowledge of the ins and outs 

of the Township system from the perspective of a municipal employee.  

Along with supporting the Engineering Department’s ongoing 

development review cycle, Jason is looking forward to applying his 

stormwater background to the Township’s MS4 program (Municipal 

Separate Storm Sewer System). 
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Engineering and Planning Department

As part of the Township’s MS4 program we are charged 
with reducing the impacts of pollution on our watersheds.  
Spring Township is made up of  ve diff erent watersheds;  e 
Tulpehocken, Cacoosing, Little Cocalico, Little Muddy, and the 
Wyomissing. Formed in 2012 under the cooperation of seven 
neighboring municipalities (now eight) the Wyomissing Creek 
Watershed Coalition serves to protect and improve the water 
quality of the Wyomissing Creek.   is creek is classi  ed by PA 
DEP as a coldwater  shery and a Class A Trout Stream, and 
has established limits for sediment.  Although largely located in 
the Mohnton, Shillington, and West Reading municipalities, a 
portion of Spring Township drains to this creek.   e Coalition meets monthly to discuss possible community outreach 
programs as well as stormwater retro  t opportunities within each municipality.  

MS4 Update continued . . . 

A Property Maintenance Code is an ordinance that protects the health and safety of our residents and community.  
It does not promote aesthetic standards; however, the eff ect of a healthy and safe property is often the same.  

You can help your community by maintaining certain features on your own property, and helping those around you 
with theirs.  A community that cares is visually apparent; however, there are circumstances that occur that cause a 
property to fall into disrepair.  In a perfect world there would be no  nancial struggles, or battles with physical and 
mental health, but these conditions are often present when a property is no longer receiving proper care.

When these circumstances emerge, it is helpful to determine what has happened.  Has the property been abandoned 
due to foreclosure, did the health of the occupant change?  Other unfortunate circumstances also occur.   e 
Property Maintenance Code does not prevent these conditions, but it does enable the town to respond to them.

You can help your community by being involved in it, and supporting the people who live and work within it.  If 
you are unable to help the situation, please report the condition to the Township so the condition can start to be 
improved.  

 e Township requires all property maintenance concerns to be reported in writing so that the concern can be 
communicated properly.  A written concern creates a physical record and establishes the investigation’s initial 
information.  It can also provide the Township the appropriate right of entry to view the condition accurately.  Most 
importantly, a written concern empowers the Township.   e Township’s authority to require maintenance comes 
from the power established to protect the people.  When the concern comes directly from the people, the Township 
is better empowered to enforce this type of ordinance in court when necessary.

You can obtain the property maintenance complaint forms on the Township website, in the Township lobby, or 
we will always be glad to send one.  A written letter is also appropriate, but if the Township will need to view the 
situation from your property please be sure to state that permission in your letter.

As part of the Township’s ongoing MS4 Pollution Reduction 
Plan, one of the stormwater basins located in the Werner Estates 
subdivision is being retro  tted to provide water quality bene  ts to 
the receiving Wyomissing Creek watershed. Keep a lookout on the 
Township website for further information.
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Zoning and Code Enforcement

   
• Sheds
• Pools -Where water depth is greater than 24” 
• Fences
• Additions
• Garages (attached or detached)
• Decks
• Patios/Porches/Terraces
• Driveway (New or Extensions)
• New homes
• Pergolas
• Any change of use or occupancy of a commercial
    building
• No-impact home-based businesses
• Commercial signs
• Demolition of a structure
• Home Occupations
• Retaining walls over 24” high

    
 • Accessory structures greater than 1000SF

      (sheds, detached garages)
 • Pools where water depth is greater than 24”
 • Additions
 • Decks over 30” above grade or supported by a dwelling
 • Commercial repairs, additions, improvements or 

    alterations
 • New homes or buildings
 • Roofs over patios or decks
 • Any change of occupancy to a commercial building
 • Commercial Signs - Wall or Free Standing
 • Temporary structures
 • Mechanical additions; such as piping, wiring, lighting, 

     heating, & cooling
 • Finishing basements (for habitable space)

• Retaining wall over 48” high
• Any structural change to an applicable building

All communities need land use planning and building codes 
to assure people and places are safe to live, work, and enjoy the 
everyday environment.  Permits assure adherence to important 
standards, and they are a necessary component to a healthy 
and resilient community.  It is easy to lose sight of the value 
of permits, and the urge to avoid oversight can be alluring, but 
communities depend on the process to reduce often unseen 
risks to people and property.  

 ere are two main types of permits to be aware of, and it 
is not always easy to know if a permit is required.   e two 
most common permits for residential projects are Zoning and 
Building.  

 e Zoning Ordinance promotes the proper use of land and 
structures in balance to surrounding properties.  Most property 
owners do not dispute the value of property insurance.  
Zoning can be thought of similarly as a method of property 
assurance.   e Zoning Ordinance assures properties near you 
will be used in a manner compatible to your expectations and 
quality of life.  All types of uses are necessary for a community, 
from rural to urban, farms to factories, and all manner of 
uses in between.  Land use planning administered through a 
Zoning Ordinance designates where these uses can occur and 
how.  Adhering to the Zoning Ordinance requires property 
owners to apply for and obtain a zoning permit for their 
structures, uses, and signi  cant activities.

All communities 
need building 
codes to protect 
citizens from 
disasters like 
 res,  ood, 

and structural 
collapse, but they 
are also essential 
for everyday 
protections 
for proper 
ventilation, 

lighting, safe exiting, and accessible entry.  Model building 
codes administered by trained and licensed professionals are 
society’s best method of protecting the environment in and 
around our homes, businesses and all manner of public spaces.  
A building permit assures these essential features are provided.  
A community cannot thrive if safety and health are not being 
considered.

 e lists below highlight common permit requirements and 
exemptions.  If you have any questions for a particular project, 
please feel free to contact the Zoning and Building Code 
Department at 610-678-5393, ext. 1310, and/or visit our 
website at www.springtwpberks.org.

• Roof material replacement on a residential structure
• Siding replacement
• Residential swings and playgrounds
• Pools where water depth is less than 24” deep
• Gutters and downspouts
• Appliance replacement
• Security systems or door bells
• Propane or lique  ed petroleum appliances and 
    associated piping
• Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, 
    countertops and similar  nishing work
• Resurfacing or Sealing of a driveway
• Invisible dog fences
• Fish ponds
• Window replacement of the same size and type
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Waste Water Treatment Plant

 at monster that lurks in our sewer lines…Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG). So quietly it  nds its way into our 
system but so strong are the results of its presence. FOG is the unwanted byproduct of food preparation. It comes 
from a variety of food sources such as butter, meats, sauces, milk products, plant oils, dressings, and gravies. FOG 
usually is found in a liquid form when heated and then becomes solid or semisolid when cooled. As we clean and 
rinse our dishes as well as prepare food, we accumulate FOG which likely  nds its way down the drains. FOG as 
it hardens attaches to the sides of our sewer pipes and slows down the  ow through our lateral sewer lines in our 
homes and businesses to the main sewer lines in the street. Ultimately the pipes will clog and back up resulting in 
a messy and costly cleanup. FOG that  nds its way into the main sewer lines can create an even larger blockage 
and damage to multiple properties with a resulting increased cost to sewer services provided to the community. 
In addition, to sewer line backups, FOG can result in environmental and compliance issues if not managed 
correctly. To mitigate and control the amount of FOG entering the sanitary sewer system, the Township of Spring 

has enhanced its FOG Program.  e Township of Spring FOG 
Program is designed to reduce and eliminate the amount of fats, oils 
and grease residual entering the sanitary sewer system from sewer 
serviced food handling businesses.  rough the implementation of 
a speci  c FOG Ordinance, education, best management practices 
and an inspection program, the Township of Spring is committed to 
controlling FOG at the source. 
FOG is not only generated in businesses but also in our own homes. 
How can homeowners help with the battle against FOG? Consider 
these helpful hints to eliminate fats, oils, and greases from  nding 
their way to your drains: 

• DRY CLEAN UP - using paper towels or absorbent material 
and put in trash 

• CAN IT UP – deposit your excess food grease into a 
container, allow to cool and harden and then throw in trash 

• USE IT UP- reuse your food grease for cooking and  avor; add a small amount to 
dog and cat food to help with coat shine

• LIGHT IT UP – can be used as oil lamp fuel  

CONDITION – mixture of used cooking oil and vinegar to polish and restore 
wood  

• BE CREATIVE - make bird food suet cakes by mixing residual food grease with 
bird seed

• CLEAN UP – use to make lye soaps; check out the internet for instructions 

• COMPOST – add to your garden compost pile to enhance composting process and 
feed worms (vegetable oils only) 

Everyone needs to do their part in the battle against FOG. 
For more information on the Township of Spring FOG program please visit our 

website at www.springtwpberks.org.
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Township of Spring 
2850 Windmill Road

Sinking Spring, PA  19608
  Phone: 610-678-5393 

 Fax:  610-678-4571

Township of Spring Fire Rescue Services
2301 Monroe Avenue 
West Lawn, PA 19609
Phone:  610-898-1452

Fax:  610-898-1462

Township of Spring Police Department
 2800 Shillington Road

Sinking Spring, PA 19608
 Phone: 610-678-3431

 Fax: 610-678-3637
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Township Administrative Offi  ces will be closed 

in  observance of the following holidays:

 ursday, November 23rd –  anksgiving Holiday

Friday,  November 24th –  anksgiving Holiday

Monday,  December 25th – Christmas Holiday

Tuesday, December 26th – Christmas Holiday

Monday,  January 1st - New Year’s Holiday
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 O  H :

 8:00 am to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 

 Phone: (610) 678-5393 
 Fax:  (610) 678-4571
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